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The Upfield Line — A Railway Packed 


with 19th Century Interest 


As the changeable nineteen-nineties get underway, 
moves begun in the previous decade indicate that time 
is almost up for the 105 year old Upfield broad gauge 
heavy rail line. Among various state government 
proposals for public transport in the northern suburbs 
of Melbourne is the conversion of the Upfield railway 
to light rail operation, similar to that introduced on the 
Port Melbourne and St Kilda lines after the conven- 
tional train services to these suburbs were withdrawn 
in 1987. 


The Upfield railway was opened in sections: North 
Melbourne - Coburg, 9.9.1884 and Coburg - Somerton, 
8.10.1889. Electrified services from Flinders Street to 
Fawkner commenced on 2.12.1920. A quaint connect- 
ing service from Fawkner station, situated adjacent to 
the cemetery of the same name, was provided for many 
years by the AEC railmotor known as the Beetle, which 
operated through to Somerton. Electric train services 
were extended to Upfield on 27.8.1959 to serve workers 
at the new Ford factory. At times when problems occur 
between Somerton and Broadmeadows on the Mel- 
bourne - Albury broad gauge line, intrastate trains can 
be diverted via the Upfield line. The Royal Park Junc- 
tion - Clifton Hill loop and the Fitzroy branch both 
opened on 8.5.1888. 


The Upfield line was developed to provide transport 
for the predominantly industrial and working class 
northern suburbs. Established industries such as brick- 
works and potteries took advantage of the line by con- 
structing sidings to their works. Hoffman’s brickworks, 
Cornwell’s pottery, Miller’s rope factory and the 
Coburg grain sheds, each of which is significant in its 
own right, prospered because of the railway. Several of 
the sidings which previously. served these industries 
can still be traced crossing streets and vacant land. 


The Upfield line is intrinsically associated with the 
building and financial boom of the 1880s and was built 
as a consequence of the railway construction bills 
known as the Octopus Act which facilitated much of 
the speculation and housing development in Mel- 
bourne’s suburbs late last century. 


NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION 


While most suburban lines have been modified and 
updated, the Upfield line retains a unique collection of 
13 sets of level crossing gates, 11 hand opened and 
closed and two operated by hand turned wheel mech- 
anisms in adjacent signal boxes. The National Trust 
states that the gates and their associated buildings and 
installations reflect a safeworking procedure more 
typical of the nineteenth century than the twentieth. 
The gate keepers have tiny cabins beside the line in 
which to wait in between trains. These structures are 
only big enough for bells which signal the next station 
or section, levers, a small desk where the paper records 
are kept and a fireplace for the winter months. These 
cabins, like the five-roomed cottages in which the gate- 
keepers and their families lived, are built in a simple 
late Victorian Gothic style, some having decorative 
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barge boards on the gables. One cabin near Park Street 
even has a matching lavatory a few steps along the 
track. 

Only a couple of the keepers’ cottages survive, but 
there was originally one at each level crossing. Some- 
times these were rented by railway gangers and their 
families. When the ganger was busy with track main- 
tenance his wife and other members of his family ope- 
rated the gates. Several of the gatekeepers’ cabins and 
cottages appear to have been transferred from other 
lines in Victoria. It was often VR practice to move 
buildings as well as staff to meet changing demands. 

The system of operation involves the gatekeeper 
closing the gates to pedestrians and road vehicles when 
he receives a bell signal from up or down the line indi- 
cating that a train is coming. When the gates have been 
secured and the semaphore signal changed to the pro- 
ceed position, he signals along the line to the next gate- 
keeper, who carries out the same procedure. However, 
because some of the gates are so close together (four 
are within one stretch of a few hundred metres, and 
some trains straddle more than one level crossing at 
the same time), this process can be complicated by hav- 
ing a series of gates open at the same time to give trains 
a clear run. When trains are coming every 10 minutes 
or so from both directions during peak periods, the 
gatekeepers must be alert and agile. Normally, pas- 
senger trains stop at all stations. When trains such as 
enthusiasts’ specials run express and, in the case of 
enthusiasts’ specials, stop for photostops, the gate- 
keeper’s job becomes even more demanding. 

The original stations, Jewell (originally South 
Brunswick), Brunswick, Moreland and Coburg, are 
built of brick in a late Victorian Gothic style to a similar 
standard plan. Although other examples to this plan 
exist (e.g. Maldon), this group of four so close together 
is unique, and this adds cohesion to the precinct com- 
mended by the Industrial History Committee of the 
National Trust. The classified precinct extends from 
Park Street to Coburg station and includes the four 
stations mentioned, as well as gates, gatehouses, signal 
boxes, footbridges and other railway structures. 


ELEC RAIL INSPECTION TOUR 


With opposition gathering momentum against the 
state government’s proposal to close the Upfield line 
by mid-1990 to enable conversion of most of the exist- 
ing railway right of way to standard gauge tramway type 
operation to be carried out, it became prudent for the 
Elec Rail Division of Steamrail Victoria to sponsor a 
special inspection tour train to Upfield. Because of the 
scarcity of suitable vacant dates before the end of 1989, 
the tour was obligated to be run on the Melbourne 
Cup Day holiday, Tuesday 7th November. 

The Elec Rail special train, 107M (swing door), 341T 
and 327M (both Taits), was purposedly scheduled to 
depart Flinders Street, platform 1, at 11 23 with arran- 
gements made with the Met to enable tour passengers 
to travel as far as Brunswick on the preceeding 11 17 
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regular Gowrie train via the loop from platform 6. This 
gave photographers sufficient time to walk back from 
Brunswick station to the Phoenix Street pedestrian 
overbridge for the ‘photo of the day’ of the special train 
proceeding through several sets of level crossing gates 
at once. On hearing the pulse-stimulating news that the 
Gowrie train would be delayed because of a malfunc- 
tion, the veteran tour organiser made three hectic 
dashes between platforms 1 and 6 to obtain assurances 
that the special train would not leave before the regular 
train. Subsequently, the tour organiser and camera 
laden fans boarded the late 11 17 train which promptly 
plunged down into the loop while the special was 
supposed to follow the surface route via Spencer 
Street. As the Comeng train climbed out of the loop 
tunnel there were gasps of despair from the tour 
organiser and fans as they caught sight of the bogies 
and undergear and eventually of the bodies of the Tait 
and swing door cars skedaddling ahead out of sight 
through North Melbourne. Aghast at the thought that 
they might not see the special train again until it 
returned from Upfield, the organiser made desperate 
efforts to seek the Comeng train’s driver and guard to 
ask them to alert Metrol and ask them to sidetrack the 
special train at Coburg. This was to no avail — both 
trains’ radios were inoperative. Fortunately, Metrol 
had used their own initiative and there were sighs of 
relief when the Taits and ‘Doggie’ were found resting 


after their episode in No.2 track at Coburg. Despite 
missing the ‘photo of the day’, the fans retained a sense 
of humour and the organiser survived unscathed, 
hoping to run a repeat farewell tour to obtain the 
‘photo of the day’, with the added precaution of photo- 
graphers travelling to Brunswick on the 10 57 regular 
train. 

Despite this early crisis, a photostop, possibly the 
first ever, was held on the single track just beyond 
Fawkner station where the line pierces the cemetery. 
At Upfield, the preceding regular train had set forward 
into the Upfield - Somerton section to allow the special 
train to arrive at and depart from the platform. 

As the special train had an enthusiastic crew and a 
scheduled express run back to Royal Park, the gate- 
keepers were hard pressed not to delay the spirited 
special train. At Royal Park, station for the Royal Mel- 
bourne Zoo, photos of the special train at the platform 
were obtained before the train continued along the 
impressive inner section of the line, which features 
three stately rail over road bridges, steep gradients, 
deep limestone cuttings, sharp curves, high embank- 
ments and the elevated Flemington Bridge station. All 
these will be abandoned when the new light rail line 
diverges from the railway formation to link up with the 
existing tram line in Royal Parade, eventually to reach 
a proposed centre of the road terminus at the southern 
end of Elizabeth Street. 


Framed by the 1890 built terrace house, 107M crosses the Park Street level-crossing at Jewell during the Elec Rail 
farewell tour to the Upfield line on Melbourne Cup Day 7.11.89. (John Dare) 
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After a compulsory toilet stop at Flinders Street the 
special train visited Sandringham as part of the 70th 
Anniversary Year of Melbourne Suburban Electifica- 
tion. Progress on some sections of the line was slowed 
because of track restoration speed restrictions. A 
photostop was held at the New Street level crossing — 
the last surviving hand operated gates on the line. 

During an unexplained pause in the Flinders Street 
Yard the gamblers strained to hear the result of the 
Melbourne Cup from transistor radios which had to 
battle against the beautiful music performed by the 
Westinghouse air compressor. Then, the train was mis- 
takenly routed to platform 1 at Flinders Street instead 
of platform 5, which has direct access to the loop and 
the Upfield line. Had the signalmen’s concentration 
been temporarily lost by them listening to the same 
race broadcast? Decisions, decisions! Just as a clutch of 
passengers seeking relief had raced off to the nearby 
urinals and closets, a prompt decision was made to des- 
patch the train over the viaduct to Spencer Street, 
reverse it and return it to Flinders Street, to a platform 
with loop access to the Upfield line. Consequently, 
there was hasty zipping up by those below before they 
scampered back up the stairs to rejoin the elderly train 
for its first ever trip carrying fare paying passengers 
through the loop. A photostop was held at Moreland 
station, one of the four structures on the Upfield line 
similar to that surviving at Maldon. After reversing at 
Coburg, the special train returned to Royal Park where 
photographers were able to obtain a shot of it departing 
through the level crossing, with the station building in 


the background. Some critics at that time may well 
have queried the sanity of the organiser, as he had 
decreed two photostops at the same location on a tour. 
His wisdom was later confirmed, however — the pretty 
weatherboard combined station and signal box build- 
ing was destroyed by fire at 23 00. A pause had also 
been scheduled at the Park Street level crossing to 
enable off train Newsrail photographer John Dare to 
obtain shots of the special train at this location; 
together, the period rollingstock, the lineside fixtures 
and the neighbouring ornate terraced dwellings exem- 
plify the 19th Century atmosphere of the Upfield line. 

Come light rail conversion or no light rail, those with 
respect for the state’s heritage will hope that the 
government and the appropriate authorities will 
honour their responsibilities by heeding the National 
Trust’s precinct classification, which covers the railway 
from Park Street to Coburg. The Upfield line deserves 
amore honest commitment than that proffered for the 
St Kilda and Port Melbourne light rail conversions 
which are allowing historic structures to deteriorate 
progressively beyond redemption. Retention of the 
four classified identical stations of the Maldon type at 
Jewell, Brunswick, Moreland and Coburg suitably 
secured as light rail stopping places would win con- 
siderable support from voters sympathetic to retaining 
important parts of the state’s transport heritage. 

Acknowledgement for the historical details is 
tendered to Gary Vines, whose article on the Upfield 
line appeared in the September, 1989 issue of Trust 
News. 


Having beaten the Comeng set to Coburg, 107M and emsemble wait in No.2 track to allow the Comeng to overtake. 
Note the Maldon style station architecture, duplicated also at Jewell, Brunswick and Moreland. (John Dare) 
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Tracks Across the State 


| Fifty years ago it was the proud boast of Victorians that, 
with the exception of the mountainous north-eastern 
region, all areas of the state were no more than eight 
miles (13 km) from a railway line. Goods trains trav- 
ersed all routes, with passengers being accommodated 
on most lines, admittedly, in the case of many branch 
lines, carried in railmotors, mixed trains or ‘under the 
usual conditions’ on the goods. 


Realising the importance of transportation in open- 
ing up Victoria, modest in area compared with other 
mainland states, early civic leaders turned to the use of 
rail in no uncertain manner for the carriage of freight 
and passengers. 


Busy market and trading centres were springing up 
around the state, and only a few years after the first rail- 
way was opened to traffic between Flinders Street and 
Sandridge (Port Melbourne) on 13th September, 1854, 
bullock drays and horse drawn wagons were being con- 
sidered inadequate for the carriage of produce, as was 
the horse drawn coach for passenger transportation. 


Rail was to cater for Victoria’s needs. 


The State Premier, the Hon GB Kerferd, speaking at 
the opening of the Ararat railway in 1875, summed up 
the feelings and aspirations of Victorians, when he 
stated ‘Victoria is a small country; but with the iron 
horse and the energy of the people it will be a great 
one’. 


Route lengths increased rapidly until the 1930s, and 
in the year 1942 reached a maximum mileage of 4766 
(7668 km). Since then, because of operating difficulties 
including heavy financial losses, potential customer 
preference for road transport and a more limited range 
of commodities offering to rail, there has been a pro- 
gressive reduction in route distance, with the majority 
of branch lines and the outer sections of three trunk 
routes now closed. 


In 1988, forty six years after the maximum route 
mileage was achieved, the route length was 3044 miles 
(4899 km), a reduction of 36 per cent. 


One should hasten to mention that while many lines 
are now history, much time, planning effort and 
money has been expended over the last decade on the 
upgrading of fixed facilities, methods of operation, 
locomotives and rollingstock in a positive attempt to 
improve cost-effectiveness and customer acceptance of 
the performance of the remaining network. 


A recent trip around Victoria and southern New 
South Wales provided the opportunity for an inspec- 
tion of the routes of many of the lines now closed. This 
prompted some research into the period of operation 
of lines that have existed or are still in use. With the 
closure of so many lines over the last twenty years as a 
result of the findings of a number of enquiries, docu- 
mented in reports such as the 1972 Bland Report and 
the more recent CANAC Report, it seemed timely to 
seek out and consolidate available information on 
opening and closing dates (as applicable) of country 
and outer suburban lines, and the opening dates of 
inner suburban lines leading to country main lines. 
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A number of the state’s early railways were con- 
structed, owned and operated by private enterprise. It 
was in 1857 that the government was authorised to 
undertake the construction and operation of railway- 
lines, and on lst July, 1878 the last of the private lines 
was merged into the state system. As excellent articles 
and publications already detail the history of a number 
of the Victorian railways, no attempt will be made here 
to provide information on original ownership or the 
history of routes other than operational dates and dis- 
tances, nor will reference be made to reopened sectors 
operated by preservation groups. 


For ease of reference, information is provided in 
table form, grouped as far as possible, in regions 
currently employed by the State Transport Authority. 
In a few instances more than one date has been found 
quoted in researched material as the date of closure of 
a line. Where this occurred the latest date has been 
quoted here. 


Some lines did not carry traffic for many years and 
fell into disrepair long before being officially closed, 
while in an occasional instance one wonders whether 
there has been an ‘official closure’ at all. 

As a means of highlighting difference of status of 
lines, different styles of print have been used. 

Aaaa — Main trunk lines 
Aaaa — Other major routes 
Aaaa — Branch lines 


This classification is the writer’s only, and not 
necessarily that of V/Line. 


Nothing to do 
on Tuesday 
nights? 


WHY NOT VISIT THE 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
on the down platform at Windsor 
from 8 p.m. 


See you there! 
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Lifelines — Disused Rail Reserves 


as Linear Parklands 


A comparison between the railway network as it was in 
pre-war days and as it is today brings home very vividly 
and painfully the extent to which our railway system 
has been decimated in post war days. Following 
recommendations made by Bland and, later on, by 
Lonie, and action taken by the Hamer and Thompson 
governments, a large part of our rail system was closed. 
This, together with earlier closures, has left us with a 
large number of disused rail reserves throughout the 
state. 

In days of old, all these disused reserves would have 
been sold off, mainly to adjacent landholders or local 
councils, or, in a few cases transferred to another 
government land management body such as the 
(former) Forestry Commission. But with growing com- 
munity concern for our environment there were those 
of us who felt that selling off was not the way to go. 
Over the post-war years in particular the work of con- 
cerned people had led to the creation of a comprehen- 
sive system of national, state and other parks — so 
much so that, over the last 20 years or so the area of 
state parkland has grown from 0.4% to nearly 8% of the 
area of the state. However, in the minds of a few per- 
ceptive conservationists something else was needed if 
our park system was to be really viable. Our large parks 
were, as it were, the major organs of our environmental 
system; now a system of arteries and nerve links was 
required. Thus arose the concept of linear parkland. 

Pioneers in initiating action to promote community 
awareness of the value of these linear links and to bring 
about the setting up ofa linear park system throughout 
the state were, in addition to a number of individual 
people, the Victorian National Parks Association and 
the Roadsides Conservation Committee. In the early 
days much help was given by the Natural Resources 
Conservation League also. It was a seminar run by the 
NRCL some 15 or so years ago that led to the for- 
mation of the RCC, whose role was to promote the 
recognition of rail and road reserves as having environ- 
mental value which should be preserved, or in some 
cases, restored. This translated to a recognition of 
these reserves as environmental corridors — linear 
parkland. 

With the widespread closure of branch lines it 
became quite evident that here was a golden opportun- 
ity to work towards the setting up of a valuable linear 
park system throughout the state. The VNPA can 
justly claim to have initiated action which eventually 
led to the government setting in place a system of 
public consultation regarding the future of the state’s 
disused rail reserves. Much of the credit for this goes to 
Rod McKenzie and Joan Kirner (both holding the port- 
folio of Minister of Conservation, Forests and Lands 
successively during the period concerned). The current 
Minister, Kay Setches, is supportive of the system 
which she inherited. 

One important government initiative was the 
creation of a small section within the Ministry of Con- 
servation, Forests and Lands to deal with linear parks 
and transport corridors. Karl Rumbo was appointed to 
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head this section and Keith Watson was made the 
Linear Parks Officer. Prior to his appointment, Karl 
had been closely involved in the setting up of the Lily- 
dale - Warburton railway linear park. Keith has proved 
to be a tower of strength in handling the problems and 
procedures associated with linear parks generally and 
with the disused rail reserves in particular. Under Karl 
and Keith there has been an assessment made of the 
ecological values of all the disused rail reserves 
currently being considered — approximately 1800 kilo- 
metres in total length — and a priority rating made (see 
Diagram A). The diagram shows two categories — sec- 
tions of higher conservation value representing priori- 
ties 1 and 2 of the original survey, and sections of lower 
or no environmental value representing priorities 3, 4, 
and 5 of the original survey. (Naturally the list is an 
interim one and is subject to possible change.) The 
review system in place involves calling for ‘expressions 
of interest’ from the community for designated lines 
from time to time. This enables those with a point of 
view or those prepared to give assistance in managing 
such reserves should CFL take them over to state their 
cases. 

The first line to be considered was the Hamilton - 
Coleraine line, submissions for which closed on lst 
September 1989. It is interesting that, of the 268 sub- 
missions received 218 strongly recommended reten- 
tion of the railway reserve in public ownership. The 39 
submissions advocating sale were largely submitted by 
persons who had an interest in acquiring the land. The 
local Land Protection Advisory Committee is currently 
considering the submissions. The second line to be 
considered was the Branxholme - Casterton line, for 
which the due date for submissions was 12th January, 
1990. Other lines in the south western region will fol- 
low. Much preliminary work has also been done on 
lines in the north east. 

Greening Australia, seeing the value of these 
reserves as vital areas for promotion of the ‘greening 
Australia’ concept, has appointed a field officer to 
assist CFL and community groups in the determining 
of suitable action for the protection, rehabilitation and 
management of the reserves. Appointed to this pos- 
ition on a full time basis was Paul Stephens. Paul is a 
very active and conscientious worker and has given 
valuable assistance already with the south eastern 
group of lines as well as doing some preliminary assess- 
ment of the north eastern lines. The role of Greening 
Australia is that of facilitating the whole operation; it 
does not see its role as involving actual work on 
sections of any line. 

There have been a number of other linear parks 
created from former rail reserves as a result of action 
through other channels. The main ones, briefly, are: 


The Outer Circle Linear Park: Originally, when plan- 
ning came under the MMBW, it was proposed to 
rezone all of this reserve (or most of it) as residential ‘C’ 
land and sell it off. Very strong representations were 
made by developers, proponents of road construction 
and other commercially oriented interests to have the 
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reserve sold, rented out or used for an arterial road. On 
the other hand a number of concerned local people and 
community bodies (including the Murrumbeena & 
Outer Circle Retention Group, the Federation of Vic- 
torian Bushwalking Clubs and the Victorian National 
Parks Association) stated excellent cases for retention 
of the whole of the reserve as a vital linear park link. 
Unfortunately a proposed road in East Kew will to 
some extent compromise the park, but it is still 
planned to link with the Yarra Valley in the north. 
Eventually the government accepted the concept of 
making the reserve a linear park. At a ceremony on 
Sunday 28.2.1988, Mr Cain proclaimed the park a part 
of the metropolitan open space system. 


The Lilydale - Warburton Linear Park: Spearheading 
representations to have the Warburton rail reserve 
retained as linear parkland was the Upper Yarra Valley 
and Dandenong Ranges Authority. Here again Rod 
McKenzie did sterling work in ironing out the prob- 
lems involved when the authority began looking into 
the question of retaining the line as a reserve. His suc- 
cessor, Joan Kirner, appointed CFL and the UYVDRA 
as the leading agencies in planning jointly the future 
recreational use of the railway reserve. In July, 1985 she 
appointed a steering committee comprising govern- 
ment and community representatives to oversee the 
preparation of a management plan. An interim plan 
was issued, and in due course after submissions had 
been assessed, a final plan was prepared and is now 
in place. 


The Royal Park to Fitzroy Railway Park: Back in 1983 
a number of councils and concerned local people, 
reacting to two factors, made representations to the 
Minister for Planning and Environment asking that the 
land be retained as public open space. The two factors 
were: 


* the MTA was about to declare the land as surplus 
and sell it off in accordance with normal practice. 


* there was strong pressure being to have much of the 
land sold to the Ministry of Housing for housing 
development. 


Resulting from these representations a working 
party was set up in May, 1984 to make recommenda- 
tions for the future use of the land comprising the 
former railway line. The committee concerned 
published its findings in September 1986. In brief these 
were: the rail reserve to be retained as open space; cer- 
tain historic structures, including the Park Street sub- 
station and the Fitzroy footbridge to be retained; cer- 
tain small pieces of land to be used for public housing 
or for lease; a ‘consistent landscape’ theme to be 
adopted for those areas designated public open space; 
that there be a footway constructed to the Merri Creek 
and the Edinburgh Gardens; and, that a committee of 
management be set up. 

The retention of disused rail reserves as linear park- 
land is an exciting concept. The writer has titled this 
short article ‘Lifelines’. This is the name adopted by 
the VNPA to express, in a very succinct way, the real 
value of linear parkland in general and of all the 
disused rail reserves in particular. Here is a way in 
which enthusiasts, particularly in rural areas, can 
co-operate in a very positive way to ensure that these 
historic reserves, which many of us knew in former 
years of branch line steam operation, are not lost to us 
to enjoy, even if we can no longer ride their lengths 
behind D3s or Ks. Who knows, some day an enligh- 
tened government may choose to restore at least some 
of them to use. 


The author of the above article would welcome 
comments and feedback on any aspect of public 
retention of disused rail reserves and, for that mat- 


ter, the welfare of the reserves along operating lines. 
Do not hesitate to get in contact with him on these 
matters if you would like to do so. 


Scale: 1 mm represents approx. 1 km on the A4 original of this chart. 
The underlined heading, e.g., GEELONG refer to DCFL regions. Naturally some of the longer lines lie in more 


than one such region. 


Legend: ZZMVHA Priority rating 1 and 2. These reserves will be probably be transferred to DCFL jurisdiction. 


to be retained. 
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All issues from the current issue back to June 
1985 are available at the original cover price. 


Postage and packing $1 per order. 


Also available: An incomplete range from 
May 1976 to May 1985. 


MANY ISSUES SOLD OUT 


Orders and enquiries: 


ARHS SALES 
Box 5177AA, GPO Melbourne 3001 
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[)«~Priority ratings 3, 4 and 5. These reserves will acquire positive offers of assistance if they are 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 
AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division 


Write to the 


Membership Officer, 


Box 5177AA, 
G.P.O., Melbourne, 3001 
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General News 


Light rail revolt: The Federal Member for Melbourne, 
Mr G Hand has become involved in the dispute over 
the proposed light rail conversion of the Upfield line. 
Mr Hand has joined with councillors from Brunswick, 
Coburg and Broadmeadows in fighting the closure of 
the line and has called on the Minister for Transport to 
appoint an independent panel to investigate public 
transport options in the area. The current plan for the 
line is to become light rail, going only as far as Jewell 
station before swinging down Park Street, Parkville and 
then joining Royal Parade. The rest of the line, which 
includes the stations of Royal Park, Flemington Bridge 
and Macaulay would be scrapped and the existing 
corridor ear-marked for the Western Bypass, linking 
Tullamarine Freeway with the city. 


Railways should be resuscitated: A Federal Parlia- 
mentary Committee, the House Standing Committee 
on Transport, Communications and Infrastructure 
said in a report released on Mon.27.11, that a single 
body take over all interstate rail services and that about 
$30 million in road funding be re-directed to improving 
the railways. The report recommends that Australian 
National should be restructured to operate all inter- 
state freight and passenger services. The report states 
safety issues have made it necessary to move freight 
from road transport to rail. The national rail system 
paid $1117 million in diesel fuel excise in 1987-88, and 
of this $30.6 million went into road funding and 
virtually none into improving the rail system. 


Fast rail track: TNT Australia has urged the Federal 
Government to spend $600 million upgrading the Mel- 
bourne to Albury standard gauge line to run a new 
generation of super-fast freight trains. TNT said that 
the Government should upgrade the line to allow 
operators to run trains more than 2 km long and at 
speeds of up to 160 km/h. TNT is one of several freight 
forwarders holding talks with the Federal Government 
on a new national rail freight organisation. 


Shipping overland with V/Line: Melbourne is the big- 
gest container handling port in Australia, and V/Line 
have carried an estimated 130,000 shipping containers 
this year — 900,000 tonnes of the total 1.4 million ship- 
ping container tonnes carried by rail in Australia. In 
addition to the daily contract Expressliner and dock to 
dock container trains, there are 11 Superfreighters a 
week to Adelaide (with 5 connections to the Westliner 
service), 5 to Sydney and 6 to Brisbane. In August the 
capacity of the Sydney Superfreighter services was 
increased by 22%, from 69 to 84 slots a day — Mon. to 
Fri. The Brisbane Superfreighter now runs 6 days a 
week with 90 slots, instead of 4 days a week with 80 
slots. V/Line now carries 620 slots a day on Super- 
freighters. 


Echuca Port rail line: The on-going saga of Echuca’s 
memorial to the Australian Bicentenary, the $125,000 
relaying of the rail line to the Port, has taken another 
unexpected twist. Just when it seemed the controver- 
sial project was sure to die a natural death because of 
problems with legal liability, new developments in the 
past few months have resurrected hopes that the line, 
first proposed as early as 1986, may yet be built. The 
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Transport Minister has accepted an invitation from the 
Echuca council to visit and discuss the problems with 
the relaying of the line as well as concerns with the his- 
toric loco shed. 


Financial aspects of 1988/89: The STA’s operating 
revenue for the year was $294.2 million, and compared 
with last year’s $296.9 million, represents a reduction 
of $2.7 million or 0.9 per cent. Although passenger 
patronage revenue increased by 6.3 per cent to $46.1 
million, a poor grain harvest and a downturn in con- 
sumer demand contributed to a 5.6 per cent reduction 
in freight revenue. The revenues generated by the 
Authority are supplemented by grants from the Vic- 
torian Government. These grants were increased by 
$19.4 million or 6.5 per cent to $318.9 million for the 
year. Operating expenses, including abnormal items, 
increased by $153.6 million to $828.6 million during 
the year. Major contributing factors were the increase 
in superannuation pensions paid and in pension liabili- 
ties at year end. These increases totalled $128.4 million 
or 83.5 per cent of the total increase in operating 
expenses. Capital expenditure for the year totalled 
$96.9 million, a reduction of $2.3 million. Investment 
in locomotives and wagons was $29 million and in 
infrastructure $27 million. $12 million was expended 
on plant and equipment acquisition while buildings 
accounted for $18 million. 


Freight performance in 1988/89: The 1988/89 freight 
business results were a mixture of positive growth and 
lower than budgeted results. Total revenue for the year 
was $161.2 million, 6.4 per cent below the forecast tar- 
get of $172.3 million. The main reason for the shortfall 
was the grains sector which was $7.3 million below 
budget. Other areas which brought significant gains 
over the previous year’s results were the Intermodal 
Sector with a gain of 17 per cent, the Heavy Industries 
Sector with a gain of 16 per cent and the Fast Track Sec- 
tor with a gain of 9 per cent. Continual monitoring of 
service levels and rationalisation of under-utilised 
resources enabled V/Line to improve cost recovery 
and customer service. 


Rail inquiry on efficiency: The new Industry Commis- 
sion will hold an inquiry this year into the efficiency of 
the rail sector. Federal Land Transport Minister Bob 
Brown said the inquiry would concentrate on identify- 
ing government regulations or actions that created rail 
inefficiencies. Areas to be covered include the costs 
imposed by regulations, the benefits and costs of rail 
deregulation, the likely effects on the use of road, and 
the social cost and benefits of rail transport. The 
Bureau of Transport and Communications Economics 
will at the same time undertake studies into the major 
interstate transport corridors. 


XPT: The Victorian Government has finally reached 
agreement with NSW on the provision of XPT trains 
operating into Victoria. The State Government 
recently gave the go-ahead for the first of three XPTs in 
a major deal with the NSW Government. Victoria will 
pay $18.5 million for one train, while NSW will pick up 
the bill for two further trains. The XPTs will replace the 
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Intercapital Daylight and the Melbourne/Sydney Express 
and are expected to be in service by late 1991. It is 
claimed that the travelling time between Melbourne 
and Sydney will be cut by three hours. 


Tilt train: The NSW government has announced a 
feasibility study for a Swedish ‘tilt’ train to operate 
between Melbourne and Sydney. It is claimed the train 
could do the journey in six hours. 


Another ‘Tourist’ railway: An announcement released 
on Sat.13.1 by the Minister for Tourism revealed plans 
for a feasibility study of turning a 40-year-old light rail 
line in the high country into a tourist attraction. The 
line runs from Bogong Village to the Bogong High 
Plain and was built in 1950 for SEC crews to maintain a 
water race line running from Bogong Creek, on the 
slopes of Mt. Bogong, to the Clover Dam. 


Alcohol curbs: Following an earlier trial period, alcohol 
sales on many country trains have been slashed or cut 
out completely. Takeaway sales of alcohol from the 
Tavern Bar at Spencer Street station have been 
stopped. 


V/Line supports athletes: In late December the Min- 
ister for Sport announced that V/Line would give $35 
000 worth of free travel to eligible athletes this year. 
The scheme has been designed to help athletes offset 
the cost of long distance travel throughout Victoria for 


attending training sessions and competitions. It is to be 
known as the V/Line Sports Training Scheme. 


Interstate on-train catering: Discussions commenced 
with the ARU earlier this year on proposals to ration- 
alise on-train catering on the Jntercapital Daylight 
and the Melbourne/Sydney Express. In summary the 
proposals were: 


* From Sun.4.3, removal of the RMS dining car and 
VRS diner from the Melbourne/Sydney Express 
and their replacement with re-equipped RDS/RDH 
buffet cars and BCS Club car. 

* From Mon.5.3, the Intercapital Daylight would 
operate with a VRS/RS buffet with modification of 
some equipment. 

* All crews work through to Junee. 


* Snack/takeaway service menus for Club car, RDS/ 
RDH and VRS buffet cars. 


* Staff to provide limited service to seats on the 
Intercapital Daylight. 

* Conductors to serve Continental breakfast trays to 
first class sleeping compartments. Manning level 
would be one conductor per two sleeping carriages, 
instead of one per three carriages. 

* Conductors compartments would be equipped 
with hot water urns and pie warmers for breakfast 
service. 


N453 is ‘on the auto’ as it races through Lal Lal at 115 km/h on the down Sunraysia pass. on Tues.7.11.89. 
(Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Operations 


GENERAL 


Echuca - Melbourne return: A correspondent travelled 
to Melbourne and return on Thurs.14.12. His notes on 
the trip follow. 


An 05 50 departure from Echuca on the Murchison 
East bushad 35 passengers on board. N472 on the up 
Cobram arrived at Murchison East at 07 24 with very 
few seats vacant, and arrived just short of North Mel- 
bourne station at 09 21, reached at 09 30, arriving at 
Spencer Street at 09 39. X42 was on the 15 50 down 
Bendigo pass. and all seats were occupied 10 minutes 
before departure time. A bus to Kyneton was arranged 
to run express to Woodend and left before the train, 
which had standing passengers. At Bendigo the bus to 
Echuca was fairly full at the station and a check was 
made to see how many on board had got off that morn- 
ing at the Mitchell Street stop. About 20 had done so. 
There were 40 passengers on board at Bendigo with 
19 alighting at Rochester. 


Authorised working of freight trains: During the next 
few months Newsrail will publish Victorian freight 
train numbers and their authorised working. The first 
step is the method of train numbering. 


Freight train numbering is as follows — All regularly 
scheduled freight trains will be 4 digits as follows: Ist 
digit — 9 (freight train), 2nd digit — to show the region/ 
line in which the train runs, or to which it runs if it 
originates in another region. Trains running to the 
metropolitan region will show the region from which 
they pass into the metropolitan region — 0 (Northern), 
1 (Western), 2 (South Western), 3 (North Eastern 
Broad gauge), 4 (Eastern), 6 (Standard Gauge), 5 
(Metropolitan), 3rd and 4th digits — down trains odd 
numbers up trains even numbers — trains which 
change direction en route ending in zero. 


1150 (Mon. only) — Conveys empty gypsum wagons — 
block gypsum train ex Waurn Ponds to Cowangie. 
Shunts North Geelong yard (general loading for 
Ballarat) and Gheringhap (gypsum wagons for Cow- 
angie). Convey general loading between Ballarat and 
Ouyen, including Maryborough freightgate loading. 

1155 (Wed. only) — Conveys empty gypsum wagons — 
block gypsum train ex Gheringhap to Cowangie. 
Convey general loading between Ballarat and 
Ouyen. 

1155 (Tues. Thurs. Fri. only) — General loading for 
Mildura line ex North Geelong yard (marshalled 
ETM Mildura, Ouyen and branch, St Arnaud, 
Donald, Maryborough, Ballarat). Shunt Ballarat to 
connect loading off 9155 for Maryborough, Donald 
and Korong Vale branch lines. Attach Maryborough 
freightgate loading at Ballarat (off 9155 Tues. to Fri.). 

1216 Conveys loaded VHGFs — block grain train. 

1219 Conveys empty VHGFs — block grain train. 

1223 Conveys empty VHGFs — block grain train. 

1224 Conveys loaded VHGFs — block grain train. 

1225 (Mon. Wed. only) Connect 1150 Mon. 1155 Wed. 
— Conveys general loading and Ouyen freightgate 
loading to Mildura. 


84 


1239 (Tues. Thurs. only) Conveys loaded oil tankers 
only Corio — Mildura, shunts to Ballarat, Marybo- 
rough, Donald for departmental oil. 

1333 Conveys empty VHGFs Portland to Dimboola — 
block grain train. 

1336 Conveys loaded VHGFs Dimboola to Portland — 
block grain train. 

1348 Conveys loaded VHGFs Murtoa to Portland — 
block grain train. 

1349 Conveys empty VHGFs Portland to Murtoa — 
block grain train. 

1353 (Wed. Fri. only) Conveys loaded oil tankers. 
Corio — Horsham via Cressy. Clear Maroona of 
loading for stations Ararat — Dimboola detached off 
9191/9193. Also attach loading (ex Portland) 
detached off 9192. 

2244 (Mon. Wed. only) Conveys empty oil tankers 
Mildura — Corio. Clear empty departmental oil 
Donald and Maryborough. 

2228 (Fri. only) Conveys loaded gypsum wagons ex 
Cowangie. 

2228 (Wed. only) Conveys loaded gypsum wagons — 
block gypsum train ex Cowangie. Conveys gypsum 
trailing ex Ouyen to be detached at North Geelong 
yard. Forms 2495 to Waurn Ponds. 

2354 (Tues. Thurs. only) Conveys empty oil tankers 
and general loading Dimboola — Corio via Cressy, 
detach general loading at North Geelong ‘C’ and 
operates as block oil train North Geelong ‘C’ to 
Corio. 

2492 (Tues. and Thurs.) Express goods — Conveys 
loaded cement wagons Waurn Ponds to North 
Geelong yard. 

2495 (Thurs. exc.) Conveys empty cement wagons 
North Geelong to Waurn Ponds. 

2496 (Fri. only) Conveys general loading ex Warrnam- 
bool, shunt Boorcan and Colac. 

2497 (Thurs.only) General loading to Warrnambool, 
shunt Boorcan. 

2497 (Mon. only) General loading to Warrnambool, 
shunt Colac. 

4707 (Mon. only) Conveys general loading Korum- 
burra to Barry Beach including oil. 

5164 (Tues and Thurs.) Conveys briquette wagons 
Echuca to Tongala. 

5165 (Tues. and Thurs.) Conveys empty briquette 
wagons Tongala to Echuca. 

5167 General loading Echuca to Moulamein. 

5168 General loading Moulamein to Echuca. 


Christmas cheer? The Christmas spirit wasn’t really 
sparkling on the 17 44 (8043) down Swan Hill pass. on 
Fri.22.12. A number of youths, well and truly intoxi- 
cated boarded the train without challenge despite 
repeated Government and V/Line announcements 
that such persons would either not be permitted to 
travel or off loaded at a wayside station to prevent dis- 
comfort to other passengers. The drunks who congre- 
gated in the end vestibles of the carriages spoiled travel 
for some female passengers who were subjected to 
lewd remarks. The train of double consist included two 
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BRN cars but only one snack bar was staffed. The lone 
young lass did a courageous job trying to overcome a 
hopeless situation by endeavouring to serve the large 
number of passengers seeking evening refreshments. 
Her task wasn’t helped by harassment from the loud- 
mouthed youths seeking extra grog. 


WEST 


Ballarat derailment: Five VHGF wagons were derailed 
in the siding on the north side of the up line just to the 
west of Humphry St railway crossing in Ballarat on 
Tues.9.1. A road crane assisted with rerailing at 09 30 
with Y174 standing by to assist. Rerailing operations 
had to cease for the passage of trains 8130 and 8105. 

Train 8105 (A73-N set-D) was held at the old Ballarat 
East platform from 09 45 to 09 49 for 8130 (N475-2xD- 
N set) to clear Ballarat yard at 09 49. The down Sun- 
raysia (X32-Z set (3 car)-D-VMAY) was slightly late 
passing Ballarat East at 10 29. Rollingstock noted at 
Ballarat East depot at 10 00 that day was $310, Y124, D? 
608, 63RM and 4CM. 


Sunraysia: On Wed.3.1. the down Sunraysia was fully 
loaded, N473-Z set (3 car)-D-VMAY. Unfortunately 
the air conditioning in the leading BZ was defective 
and as the forecast for Mildura that day was 47° all the 
passengers in the BZ were transferred to air con- 
ditioned road coaches. On Wed.10.1 X32-2xVMAY- 
2xD-Z set(3 car) operated the up Sunraysia. 


A66: This loco made its first revenue run in ‘Olympic 
Games’ livery on Fri.22.12 on the 08 50 (8109) down 
Ballarat pass. and return on the 11 40 (8134) up pass. 
with D335-ACZ255-BRS224-BS212-BS203-BS209. 
D313 was attached for the up trip. 


Bacchus Marsh pass.: On Fri.29.12 the 16 20 (8125) 
down Bacchus Marsh was X43-BG1-BKL3-AK1-BK]1- 
CP. 


Vinelander fails: On Fri.26.1, X41 leading 12 vehicles 
on 8110 up Vinelander failed between Sutherland and 
St Arnaud. N455 was despatched from Ballarat to 
rescue the train. N455-X41 arrived at Spencer Street at 
08 56. 


930s: On Sat.6.1 due to the failure of three BL class 
locos in Adelaide No 9148 superfreighter arrived in 
Melbourne hauled by 939-934-931-932, seen passing 
through Gordon at 07 01. These same four locos then 
returned to Adelaide on the 13 15 (9171) down goods. 
9171 crossed 9150 up goods at Rockbank. 9150 had the 
unusual loco combination of X48-705-963. 


Adelaide sightings: The following sightings of interest 
were made over a week in Adelaide. The interest is pro- 
vided in South Australia with 700/930 class being 
added to goods for loco balancing or to assist trains 
over the Adelaide hills. 


Fri.29.12 

9149/6598 — C509-C510-949-934-701. 

Sat.30.12 

7751/9150 — C509-C510-C507-C502-964-939-963. 
Mon.1.1 


2639/9170 — BL32-X48-944-931. 
2751/9150 — C503-C501-966-942. 
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Wed.3.1 

9169/4748 — C502-C507. 

9149/4598 — X48-702-BL34. 
4639/9170 — C509-C510-C507-C502. 


NORTH 


Melbourne and return: Since 1981 several return trips 
from Swan Hill to Melbourne have been recorded for 
Newsrail. Of recent times however the trips have been 
routine with very little out of the ordinary. Trains have 
been clean, the usual consist has been available and 
time keeping has been good. 

However the most recent trip, up on Wed.20.12 and 
down on the following day could hardly be described as 
routine. On the up 8038 was the usual four car consist 
with two D vans behind the engine and a third van trail- 
ing. This van is detached at Kerang. The loco was 
N463. Shortly after departure the conductor advised 
the 39 passengers that the train would terminate at 
Sunbury due to an industrial dispute within the metro- 
politan area. A number of extra passengers boarded at 
Kerang, Pyramid and Dingee. Approaching Bendigo, 
the extensive track rationalisation was noted, particu- 
larly that which had taken place between the junction 
with the line from Echuca into Bendigo. This section 
has now been singled. When this was observed this 
correspondent had no idea of the effect this track work 
was to have on the return trip the following evening. 

The train ran on time to Sunbury where the transfer 
to the buses was done expeditiously, arrival at Spencer 
Street was 20 minutes later than 8038 was scheduled. 
Before commenting on the return journey, some 
thoughts on the Spencer Street terminal. There has 
been some publicity about the new information system 
for passengers and the new bus terminal, etc. There is 
one aspect of this, our main intrastate and interstate 
terminal that is way behind the old Spencer Street. Asa 
regular, virtually daily user of this station for several 
years, I well remember the very good mens’ toilet facil- 
ity which was entered from the old concourse between 
the suburban and country platforms. We had a barber 
shop, washroom, hot showers along with the usual toi- 
lets, and an attendant who, for a small sum, provided 
crisp fresh towels and soap for those wishing to wash or 
shower, and who also kept the toilet section spotlessly 
clean. What a contrast to the present smelly grotty 
facility found in the basement today, which had run 
out of soap by lunch time and had not been swept out 
for some hours. 

For the return journey train 8043 was not ready for 
boarding some 20 minutes prior to departure time. 
After the train reversed further to couple up the D 
vans, passengers were allowed to board. With reserva- 
tions it is not necessary for passengers to arrive early to 


~ ‘get a seat’. Perhaps the new information system could 


state the time trains will be ready for boarding so that 
passengers can wait in more comfortable places in 
the terminal, rather than the crowded confines of plat- 
form 3. 

It was not long into the return journey that it became 
apparent that 8043 was going to be held up by a preced- 
ing train. A number of short stops occurred before a 
prolonged halt at Gisborne where passengers were ad- 
vised that the delay was due to a late running Kyneton 
train. 8043 was finally to arrive at Kyneton 25 minutes 
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X40 arrives at Little River with a down Geelong pass. on Thurs.28.12.89. (John Dare) 


late. Arrival at Bendigo was still 25 down, van loading 
was done quickly, and, after the three minutes allowed 
the train should have been ready to depart. However 
on looking along the platform the signal was noted 
against the train, ultimately a locomotive headlight 
came into view along the recently singled length of 
track to the north. This was X35 and a T class heading 
the longest goods train this writer has seen in the north 
of the state. This train had to clear the single line before 
the pass. could proceed, by now 50 down. 

This incident makes one wonder why, with the 
sophisticated communications available to train con- 
trol, this situation could arise. Surely the goods which 
had come off the Echuca line could have been held at a 
signal before the junction. Train control should have 
known the pass. was already late and surely should 
have been attempting to ensure it was not further 
delayed. 

V/Line provides a convenient passenger service 
along the Swan Hill line, it is beginning to win cust- 
omer confidence, time keeping has been good. 
However what would appear to be sloppy operating 
procedures, meant in this case, people waiting at sta- 
tions to pick up passengers waiting a further 25 
minutes. Also imagine how frustrated the two passeng- 
ers who detrained at Eaglehawk must have felt waiting 
at Bendigo when so close to their destination. 


Sunbury pass.: On Wed.27.12 the 16 02 (8033) pass. 
down Sunbury as DRC-MTH was operated by 
B80-MTH102-BE19-CP293. On Fri.29.12 the train was 
X35-MTH102-BE19-CP293. [Re-rostered as B set from 
3.12 — Editor.] 7 


Enthusiast special: On Fri.29.12 X42-Goulburn-2x- 
TOK sleepers arrived at Spencer Street at 15 58 from 
Boort. The train ran via Bendigo on the up journey. 


8038 up pass.: On Thurs.25.1 buses were substituted 
for the up Swan Hill pass. N454 could not be started 
because of flat batteries. A relief engine, P20, was des- 
patched from Bendigo at 08 40 but its rescue mission 
was terminated at Kerang as N454 had by then been 
started by personnel who travelled to Swan Hill by car. 
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N454 and the Z set and D van left Swan Hill at about 10 
45, the relief loco was attached at Kerang. N454 had 
brought the down pass. in the previous evening and 
would have only been shut down for about 6 hours. 
Because of heavy patronage, four buses were organised 
as substitute for the train. 

On arrival at Kerang some of the cars were not 
accommodated in the platform which had been 
reduced in length to reduce station maintenance costs. 
In the absence of any announcement there was mild 
panic, particularly amongst elderly passengers, who on 
finding the carriage doors locked were fearful they 
would be over carried to Swan Hill. Eventually, when 
the train made a second stop they were able to alight 
onto the unstaffed platform, somewhat unsettled by 
their experiences. 


Echuca news: X and T class locos continue to provide 
the power on this line with 9083 being split at Echuca 
after arriving from Bendigo with an X-T combination. 
9083 then continued to Deniliquin with 5167 proceed- 
ing to Moulamein. Examples of motive power during 
January are as follows: 
Tues.2.1, X31-T399-T395 
Wed.3.1, X41-T382 
Thurs.4.1, X38-T399 
Fri.5.1, X41-H5 
Mon.8.1, T384 stabled in 
Echuca yard. No NSW 
movements this day 
Tues.9.1, X31-T400 
Wed.10.1, X31-T410 
Thurs.11.1, X35-T388 
Mon.15.1, X41-T369 
Tues.16.1, X31-T383 


Bendigo loco visits: 

Sun.3.12, G542, N471, T395, Y161, J541. 

Sun.7.1, G536, N460, T384, X43, 49, 51, Y161, J541. 
Sun.14.1, G532, N460, T369, 387, Y161, J541. 
Sun.21.1, N472, T383, X36, 41, Y161, J541. 
Sun.28.1, A85, H2, X42, Y161, J541. 


Wed.17.1, X42-T400 
Thurs. 18.1, H5-T383 
Mon.22.1, X41-T383 
Tues.23.1, X49-T357 
Wed.24.1, X41-T383 
Thurs.25.1, X40-T392 
Tues.30.1, X42-H2 
Wed.31.1, G539, X33-H2. 


NEWSRAIL 


Block grain: During January block grain trains were 

making regular appearances in the area. Listed are 

some of the sightings seen at Bendigo: 

aay ty G542-S307-S300-11xVHGF on an up train at 
30. 


Thurs.5.1, G529-20xVHGF on an up block grain from 
Mitiamo arrived at Bendigo at 14 50. 

Mon.8.1, G536-17xVHGF arrived on the up at 17 48, 
X49-X51-20xVHGF arrived on the up at 18 08. 
These two trains were combined to form an up 
Maryborough train G536-X49-X51-37xVHGF wait- 
ing to depart Bendigo at 19 40. 

Wed.10.1, G536-X49-X51-39xVHGF arrived at Ben- 
digo from Piangil at 21 48. 

Mon.15.1, G532-S300-20xVHGF from Swan Hill 
arrived at 18 53. 

Wed.17.1, G532-S300-38x VHGF from Piangil arrived 
at 20 02. 


NORTH EAST 


Special trains: A special train was scheduled to operate 
Spencer Street - Wallan for brake testing purposes on 
Fri.15.12. N475-N13 were used for the test. The first 
test run was due to depart Spencer Street yard at 09 50 
and arrive Wallan at 11 00, then reverse and depart 
Wallan at 12 40 to arrive at Broadmeadows at 13 44, 
reverse and depart Broadmeadows at 14 14, arrive Wal- 
lan at 15 10, reverse and depart Wallan at 15 43 to arrive 
at Spencer Street at 16 45. On Sat.9.12, R707-BE14- 
Murray-AE2-AE30- Yarra operated a special charter to 
Seymour and return for CRT Bulk Haulage. 


A66: A66 in ‘Olympic Games’ livery made its debut on 
this line on Sat.23.12 on the 08 10 Albury combining 
with X38-X39-2xN sets. On Sun.24.12, A66-X48 ope- 
rated the 09 50 down Albury pass. 


Kyabram news: On Tues.19.12, T369-8x VOFX arrived 
at Kyabram at 09 30 and departed at 10 15 with 
8xVOFX (empty). On Thurs.28.12 T410-8xVOFX- 
11xVOCX arrived at Kyabram at 11 36. The train of 
VOCXs continued to Tongala. These trains usually 
run via Echuca but due to the Christmas break, ran via 
Kyabram arriving at Tongala at 12 14. It departed for 
Kyabram on the up. It was only the ninth train for the 
year to use the section Kyabram - Tongala. 


Delay: On Thurs.18.1, N452 failed at Violet Town on 
the 17 15 (8321) down Albury pass. due to faulty 
ground relays. B64 was taken from the 17 45 (9304) up 
Wodonga goods and travelled L/E from Benalla to 
rescue the pass. and haul it to Albury. B65 was then 
called on to rescue the goods from Benalla and travel- 
led L.E. from Seymour to Benalla in 42 minutes (96.5 
km) and hauled 9304 to Melbourne. N452 was repaired 
overnight as B64 was observed as second loco on the 06 
20 (8310) up Albury pass. the next morning. 


Albury/Cobram passenger trains: Non turbocharged 
Clyde motive power made frequent visits to the NE 
during January. Usually Xs, Ss and Bs are used for 
balancing purposes on the Albury trains but all three 
classes were used for train running in their own right. 
All sightings are at Mangalore. 

Mon.1.1, 09 28 X31-X51 on down Albury, 10 33 X41- 
X47 on down Cobram, 13 25 N474-X32 on down 
Albury, 16 19 X47 on up Cobram, 19 01 X41 on up 
Cobram, 19 35 X43 on down Cobram. 
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Tues.2.1, 08 07 X43 on up Cobram, 13 28 K49-N473 
on down Albury. 

Fri.5.1, 13 17 S300-N455 on down Albury. 

Sat.6.1, 19 37 X31 on down Cobram. 

Sun.7.1, 18 38 X31 on up Cobram, 19 10 N470-S306 
on up Albury. 

Mon.8.1, 08 40 X48 on up Albury, 14 52 X32 on up 
Albury, 18 44 $306 on down Albury. 

Tues.9.1, 08 42 S306 on up Albury, 13 24 X35-X54 on 
down Albury, 18 18 X35 on up Albury, 18 41 X48 on 
down Albury. 

Wed.10,1, 08 43 X48 on up Albury. 

Thurs.11.1, 13 26 X46-A71 on down Albury. 

Fri.12.1 08 45 A71-X33 on up Albury, 09 30 X40 on 
down Albury, 10 31 S306 on down broad gauge 
Daylight, 15 15 X40 on up Albury, 18 56 S310 on 
down Albury, 20 40 S306 on up broad gauge Albury. 

Sat.13.1, 18 38 X38 on up Albury. 

Sun.14.1, 19 15 A77-X40 on up Albury, 19 50 X31 on 
down Cobram. 

Mon.15.1, 08 05 X31 on up Cobram. 

Tues.16.1, 08 08 X32 on up Cobram, 10 25 N455-S312 
on down Albury, 14 22 K46-X48-X35 on down 
Albury (highlight of the month), 18 15 X35 on up 
Albury, 19 46 B64 on down Cobram. 

Wed.17.1, 08 09 B64 on up Cobram, 19 41 X31 on down 
Cobram. 

Thurs.18.1 08 05 X31 on up Cobram, 13 19 S306-N461 
on down Albury. 

Fri.19.1, 08 43 N452-B64 on up Albury. 

Sun.21.1, 19 14 X49-X51 on up Albury, 19 54 X34 on 
down Cobram. 

Mon.22.1, 08 05 X34 on up Cobram. 

Thurs.25.1, 13 20 X41 on down Cobram, 14 40 
N466-X35 on up Albury, 18 30 X31 on up Albury. 

Fri.26.1, 18 52 X45 on down Albury. 

Sat.27.1, 08 40 X45-S301 on up Albury, 10 32 B76 on 
down Cobram, 16 18 B76 on up Cobram, 19 13 
A81-S301 on down Albury, 19 33 X54-X53 on down 
Cobram. 

Sun.28.1, 11 19 S306-S310 on down Albury, 18 37 
X53-X54 on up Cobram, 19 11 S310-S306 on up 
Albury. 

Mon.29.1, 09 37 S310-X33 on down Albury, 13 19 
A81-X54-S301 on down Albury, 14 47 X33-S310 on 
up Albury, 18 31 A81-X54 on up Albury. 

Wed.31.1, 08 06 B76 on up Cobram, 13 18 A77-X40 on 
down Albury, 19 42 X43 on down Albury. 


Goods traffic: B class locos made a welcome return to 
freight trains on the NE during January. Once again all 
sightings are at Mangalore: 


Thurs.4.1, 18 26 T403-T396-T390 on up Goulburn 
Valley goods, 21 26 B65-T??? on down empty steel, 
22 13 X50-S313-B80 on up Albury steel. 

Fri.5.1, 20 38 B65 on up NE goods, 22 44 S$312- 
$311-S300 on up Albury steel, 23 27 B80 on down 
empty steel. 

Mon.8.1, 18 10 1T377-T374-T390 on up Goulburn 
Valley goods, 22 32 B65 on down empty steel, 23 08 
X45-S313-B80 on up Albury steel. 

Tues.9.1, 20 54 B61 on down empty steel, 21 29 
B65-T387 on up NE goods, 21 58 $312-S311 on down 
NE block oil, 22 26 X46-X50-X45 on up Albury steel. 
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Wed.10.1, T377-T383-T379 on up Goulburn Valley 
goods. 

Thurs.11.1, 18 26 T387-T398-T384 on up Goulburn 
Valley goods. 

Fri.12.1, 02 22 B64-T377-Y110 on down NE goods. 

Tues.16.1, 22 19 K54-X48-X46 on up Albury steel. 

Thurs.18.1, 20 10 B65 down NE L.E. 

Mon.22.1, 22 05 B80-T377 on up NE goods. 

Wed.24.1, 00 46 B80 on down empty steel, 23 11 
S$306-X49-B80 on up steel. 


8302 Seymour pass.: The 05 45 (8302) up Seymour 
pass. is still dominated by B class locos. Observations 
are as follows: 


Thurs.4.1, B76 Fri.19.1, T381 
Fri.5.1, B61 Mon.22.1, B65 
Mon.8.1, B64 Tues.23.1, P15 
Tues.9.1, B76 Wed.24.1, B65 


Wed.10.1, B64 

Thurs.11.1, B65 

Fri.12.1, B65 

Mon.15.1, no train. 

Tues.16.1, B65 

Wed.17.1, T385-T395 
(both blue and gold). 


Thurs.25.1, B65 
Fri.26.1, H1-T391 
Tues.30.1, B80 
Wed.31.1, T402. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Intercapital Daylight: A provisional schedule for the 
Intercapital Daylight when hauled by a G or 81 class 
loco was introduced from Mon.18.12. The down train 
is scheduled to arrive Albury 10 minutes later at 12 30 
instead of 12 20 and the up train is scheduled to arrive 
Spencer Street at 20 40 instead of 20 20, 20 minutes 
later. 


Con pass.: SLI Melbourne Express arrived at Albury on 
Sun.21.1 on schedule at 04 50 with C504 leading G516 
as motive power. C504 detached from the train leaving 
G52] to run 8616 for the run south. C504 again worked 


the Sydney Express when G516 worked 8625 out of | 
Melbourne on Sun.28.1. C504 coupled to G516 at | 
Albury to take SL2 for the run north of the border. 


Sydney Express: On Wed.24.1 the Sydney Express 
departed Spencer Street at 20 02 with G523 hauling 17 
vehicles. Two hours into the journey the train was 
slowed near Euroa because of a bushfire alongside the 
broad gauge track. At Violet Town the train was put in 
the loop at 22 19. News from a conductor was that a 
freight train in the section ahead had a vehicle with a 
broken axle and the Express could be delayed for 
hours. Just before midnight an unidentified G class 
passed by light engine to rescue the freight train. At 
02 50 the Sydney Express departed Violet Town with 
arrival at Albury at 04 57 where 8159 was attached. The 
train then reversed into No.2 road to allow the Mel- 
bourne Express with 8142-G521 to use the platform. 
Departure of the Sydney Express from Albury was 05 16 
with a Campbelltown arrival of 12 53, where our tired 
young correspondent disembarked. 


Mangalore sightings: Highlights on the standard gauge 
were lacking when compared with the broad gauge 
during January. Listed are sightings at Mangalore: 
Mon.1.1, 20 02 G524-G516-G517 on an up goods. 


Fri.5.1, 07 10 C504-C505 on an up goods, 12 56 
X37-T411 on a down goods. 


Thurs.11.1, 02 29 X37 on an up goods. 


Sat.13.1, 20 41 G518-C504-C505 on a down goods, 21 35 
G520-8172 on the Sydney Express. 


Tues.16.1, 20 31 G519-G520-8178 on a down goods. 

Thurs.18.1, 13 30 X37-T411 on a down goods. 

Wed.24.1, 14 25 X37-T411 on a down goods. 

Tues.30.1, 08 47 42220 on an up goods and returned at 
21 47 on a down goods. 

Wed.31.1, 08 00 42217 on an up goods, 11 38 42201- 
42203 on an up goods, 22 15 X37-42217 on a down 
goods. 


B65 heads the 12 30 Maribyrnong River Terminal - Morwell goods slowly along the goods line, as B76-S301 pass 
overhead into Bunbury Tunnel on Tues.17.10.89. (John Dare) 
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NEWSRAIL 


BL33 with an express goods takes priority over R766 undergoing a load test waiting at Tottenham Yard with the 


10 20 Melbourne Yard - North Geelong goods on Fri.21.7.89. (John Dare) 


EAST 


Warragul news: Happenings in the Warragul area for 
January are listed. 


The 17 53 (4083) down Warragul has maintained its 
improved performance, and caused only a few 
delays to the 18 05 (8431) down Bairnsdale. 
Examples include Wed.10.1, 4083 1 minute early, 
8431 admitted 2 early, after a short wait at the signal. 
Fri.12.1 4083 was 3 early, 8431 not held at signal and 
arrived 1 late. Tues.16.1. 4083 was 3 late, 8431 at 
signal 2 early, held until 19 44 (6 late). Tues.23.1 4083 
was 14 late, 8431 was 16 late and not held at the 
signal. 

On Sun.7.1 the 09 20 (8481) down Bairnsdale left 
Warragul 28 minutes late at 11 30, with a single 
N class loco and 2 N sets. 

On Thurs. 11.1 several trains were delayed. The 13 33 
(8415) down Sale was 19 late at Warragul, at 15 19, 
while the following suburban, the 13 54 (4067) down 
Warragul was only 4 late, at 19 42 at Warragul. 
On Mon.15.1, with no suburban trains running 
because of action over Met Ticket, the 08 45 (8420) 
up Traralgon was 7 late at Warragul with B61-N set. 
That night 8431 made no use of lack of suburban 
trains to block it arriving 11 late (19 49) at Warragul. 


* 


* 


* 


* 


METROPOLITAN 


Spencer Street observations: On Fri.12.1 interesting 

combinations were noted at Spencer Street. 

16 00 (8247) down Geelong was X41-BZ264-BRS222- 
BZ266-ACZ257-D302-D301. 

16 02 (8033) down Sunbury was B65-MTH101-BE19- 
CP293 


16 15 (8123) down Ballarat was S300-BS201-BRS230- 
ACZ253-D344. 

16 20 (8125) down Bacchus Marsh was P22-BG1- 
BKL3-AK1-BK1-CP292. 

17 15 (8321) down Albury was S310-BZ265-BRS229- 
ACZ260-N18-D318. 

17 41 (8263) down South Geelong was X32-BES0- 
BE31-BE34-AE52-CP291. 

19 55 down Albury/20 00 Sydney Express was N451- 
N10-N15-N7-D324 on because of a derailment on 
the standard gauge. 


Goods failure: On Mon.8.1, B65 struck problems whilst 
hauling 9529 down Long Island goods between Aspen- 
dale and Mordialloc. It came to a halt near Aspendale 
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with the loco being totally disabled. A nearby Comeng 
set which had discharged passengers at Mordialloc ran 
to the scene where it pushed the goods train into the 
stabling siding at Aspendale. X31 and an unidentified 
loco came to the rescue about an hour later, with X31 
taking the goods to Long Island and the other loco 
hauling B65 back to Dynon. 


Upfield boost: At most times three-car consists have 
been adequate to cater for the number of rail passen- 
gers offering to travel on the Upfield line scheduled for 
conversion to light rail later this year. However, during 
the recent tram dispute there was a boost in train 
patronage with heavy loadings on 6-car consists, largely 
boosted by those who would normally have travelled 
on the adjacent Sydney Road trams. [Editor: Wouldn’t 
it be a great idea for the Government to rip up the tram 
lines in Sydney Road and not convert the Upfield line 
to light rail.] 


Stony Point centenary: Sun.17.12 was the centenary 
of the Hastings to Stony Point line and the Met decided 
to commemorate the occasion by scheduling special 
trains on the day in addition to the regular DRC ser- 
vices. 58RM from the Seymour group ran one return 
trip in the morning and the MRPS ran a special trip in 
the afternoon with K163-45BE-57BE-24A W-27BU- 
33MT-SCV. 


Sunshine wheat: Further to Newsrail Dec.89 p.376, the 
train loco was X48. Other movements recorded from 
GEB Sunshine to Bendigo were Mon.20.11 when 
$310-X46 ran 9041 block grain departing at 18 57, 
Tues.21.11 and Thurs.23.11 when X53-X46 ran 9041 
block grain to Bendigo, Thurs.30.11 with S312-X46 
departing Sunshine at 19 12, and Thurs.21.12 when 
X45-S317-S311 ran 9401 departing Sunshine at 19 35. 


North Geelong wheat: On Tues.14.11, AN’s 701 ran a 
26 wagon grain train from GEB Sunshine to North 
Geelong. The train was scheduled out of Sunshine at 
20 00. 


Alcos on steel train: Sat.20.1, 934-X51-X49 worked 
9167 extra Long Island - Port Adelaide steel train. 
Sat.27.1, B65-701 worked 9533 Tottenham Yard - Long 
Island slab train. This train was stabled at Long Island 
until Mon.29.1 when it formed 9520 up empty steel 
train. Wed.31.1, 938 worked 9529 down and 9345 
up Long Island goods solo. As there are no turning 
facilities at Long Island 938 worked ‘B’ end leading on 
the up journey. 
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Rollingstock 


Locomotives: During the week ending Fri.22.12 locos 
C502, X38 and H1 were outshopped from Newport fol- 
lowing overhaul and repainting. C508 was outshopped 
with a repainted cab and modifications. 


S302 was used on Wed.27.12 on the 08 50 Ballarat 
whilst T375 has been re-instated to service. A60, A66, 
A70, A77 and A79 were all out of action on Wed.27.12, 
A66 failed on the 13 05 up Dimboola and was hauled 
back to Melbourne by S307. X48 was the sole remain- 
ing blue and gold X class by Wed.27.12, but it entered 
Newport Workshops in January 1990. B65, B75, T377, 
T381, T385, T395, Y140 and Y164 are the only active 
blue and gold units. S308 and B84 were retrieved from 
storage on Wed.10.1 and sent to Newport workshops. 


Off register dates: With reference to the list of car- 
riages in Newsrail Nov.89 whose dates of demise are 
sought, it is pointed out that there are errors in the off 
register dates. The nature of the errors and the fact that 
there is only one official source for these dates indicate 
that the errors are most probably inadvertent trun- 
cations. The correct dates according to the V/Line 
Register are: 


26AW, 30.8.82 28BW, 15.12.82 
33AW, 15.1.82 78BW, 15.12.82 
11BW, 30.8.82 2CW, 20.7.81 
17BW, 28.6.82 16CW, 24.5.83 
20BW, 28.6.82 20CW, 21.7.83. 
21BW, 15.1.82 
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B76 on a mini Apex train to Brooklyn near Wandong on 
Mon.13.11.89. (Bryce Leydon) 


NEWSRAIL 


Works 


Bendigo rationalisation: Work commenced during the 
latter half of November on the rationalisation of the 
Bendigo yard. All lines on the up side of the line be- 
tween the Myrtle Street and Thistle Street bridges are 
dead end sidings at the moment with access from the 
Myrtle Street end. One road in this area has been 
removed. No.2 and 3 roads through the platform have 
been removed and the signals controlling them have 
been removed from the masts. The road in the dock 
platform at the up end of the down platform has been 
removed and a number of roads leading to the goods 
shed have also been removed. The up track between 
Bendigo ‘C’ box and Bendigo ‘D’ box was lifted during 
early December. 


Warnambool area: On Tues.5.12 the main line points 
leading to the former cement siding in the Warrnam- 
bool - Dennington section were noted in the course of 
removal. A number of sidings have been removed 
from Warrnambool yard including No.5 road and the 
wharf line. The points in the main line which led to the 
long removed Esso siding on the down side of the Mer- 
rivale Drive level crossing have also been removed. A 
new siding for container traffic is being constructed on 
the down side of the Walsh Road level crossing in the 
Warrnambool - Dennington section. Materials sal- 
vaged from the two main line point removals noted 
above are being used. Two pairs of points have been 
fabricated on site ready for use when required. The for- 
mation has been prepared to the point where the sub 
base has been rolled. 


Dismantling: During late September/early October 
1989 the industrial spur and storage tracks leading from 
the up line at the down end of Sunshine station to the 
defunct Massey Ferguson factory (C siding) were 
lifted. The trailing turnout connection to the main line 
and the diamond across the standard gauge line were 
lifted about a year ago. During November - December 
the disused West Footscray goods yard and the spurs 
and storage/runaround tracks which extended west 
from the goods yard head shunt and served Anchor 
Foods and the Australian Estates wool stores, between 
West Footscray and Tottenham were also dismantled. 


Overhead cranes: Two 73-year-old overhead cranes 
were removed from the Ballarat workshops on 
Mon.16.1. Each crane had a capacity of 50 tonnes and 
an auxiliary hoist with a 10 tonne capacity. The cranes 
are to be replaced by a smaller type which would be 
operated from the floor. 


WEEKLY NOTICES 

Block hours: Commencing forthwith and until further 

notice, Sydenham, Woodend, Castlemaine and Ben- 

digo ‘A’ will be switched in as follows: 

Sydenham: Monday to Friday — From 05 45 until 13 30. 
Saturdays and Sundays switched out. 

Woodend: Monday to Friday — From 13 00 to 21 00 
each day. Saturdays and Sundays switched out. 


Castlemaine: Monday to Friday — From 08 45 Monday 
until 23 59 the following Friday. Saturday — From 
18 00 until 21 00. Sunday switched out. 
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Bendigo ‘A’: Sunday — From 23 00 until 08 00 the 
following day. Monday to Thursday — From 16 00 
until 08 00 the following day. Friday — From 16 00 
until 02 30 the following day. (WN38/89) 


Dunolly - Mildura: On Fri.3.11 the End of Train Detec- 
tion System (TAILS) was commissioned between 
Dunolly and Mildura. All trains and light locomotives 
travelling over this corridor must be provided with the 
modified End of Train Marker. (WN45/89) 


WEEKLY NOTICES 

Bendigo — B, C and D signal boxes: On Tues.28.11 

new signalling arrangements became effective. 

1. Nos. 2 and 3 roads were taken out of service. 

2. The existing up line between Bendigo ‘C’ and ‘D’ 
signal boxes was abolished. 

3. The existing down line between Bendigo ‘C’ and 
‘D’ signal boxes was converted to bidirectional 
running. 

4. The double line block system of train signalling 
between Bendigo ‘C’ and ‘D’ signal boxes was 
abolished. 

5. The train staff and ticket system was brought into 
service between Bendigo ‘C’ and ‘D’ signal boxes. 


Bendigo ‘B’ signal box: 


.l. Points Nos. 43 and 45 were spiked reverse and 


normal respectively and in addition, were secured 
by a special point clip locked with an 8P padlock. 

2. Disc signals on signal post Nos. 11B, 11C, 16 and 
17 were abolished. 

3. Lever Nos. 43 and 44 became pilot levers. 

4. Lever Nos. 5, 6, 8, 9, 45, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 65 
and 66 were sleeved normal. 

Bendigo ‘C’ signal box: 

1. Up distant signal — post No. 27 was fixed at the the 
‘caution’ position. 

2. Up home signals — post Nos. 25 and 24 were re- 
located closer to the running line. 

3. The disc signals on post Nos. 24B and 21B were 
abolished. 

4. The up home signal — post No. 24 applicable to the 
old up line, and the two right-hand arms — post 
No. 21 were abolished. 

5. Points Nos. 22, 25 and 28 were spiked normal and 
secured by a special point clip and locked with an 
8P padlock. 

6. Points No. 24 were spiked reverse, secured by a spe- 
cial point clip and locked with an 8P padlock. 

7. Points No. 23 were renumbered No 22 and will be 
locked by lever No. 21. 

8. Levers Nos. 23, 24,28, 29 and 30 became pilot levers. 

9. Levers Nos. 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 25, 26, 27, 31, 32, 40, 
41 and 42 were sleeved normal. 

Bendigo ‘D’ signal box: 

1. The down distant signal — post No. 28 and the up 
distant signals — post Nos. 34 and 37 were fixed at 
the ‘Caution’ position. 
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The up home signal — post No. 24 was abolished. 
The disc signal — post No. 30 was abolished. 

The crosslock for the points leading to the Caltex 
siding were abolished and the points will be fitted 
with a staff lock. 

5. Points Nos. 12 and 16 were spiked normal, secured 
by a special point clip and locked with an 8P 
padlock. 

The down end of No. 15 points was abolished. 
Lever Nos. 16 and 19 became pilot levers. 

Lever Nos. 3, 9,10, 12, 24, 26 and 28 were sleeved 
normal. (WN49) 


Gowrie - Upfield: Commencing forthwith and until 
further notice train staff tickets must not be issued for 
the single line section. (WN3/90) 


Korong Vale: Commencing forthwith, up trains on the 
Kulwin and Robinvale lines may stand at the respective 
up home signals, without a crew being in attendance 
on the locomotive, waiting for a fresh crew. 

The driver must ensure that sufficient hand brakes 
are applied to secure the trains. 

When this is to be done, the Train Controller must 
arrange for a qualified employee to be on duty at 
Korong Vale. 

The train order that was issued for the train must not 
be fulfilled until the whole train is inside the up home 


signal. (WN49) 


Spencer Street: The overhead wiring above carriage 
sidings Nos. 9 and 10 at Spencer Street have been 
removed. (WN1/90) 


Upfield: On Wed.10.1, the Annett lock on the main 
line points leading to the Chrysler siding was 
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abolished. The points were spiked normal and secured | 


by a special point clip, locked with an 8P padlock. 
(WN3/90) 


TENDERS 


Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line and the Met 


include: 
* The design, manufacture, supply, delivery, testing 


and commissioning of double deck electric multiple | 


unit suburban trains. 

* Registration of interest from companies for supply 
and delivery of luggage trolleys or alternatively, the 
provision of a luggage trolley service at Spencer 
Street station. 


* The purchase and removal of the goods shed at | 


Rupanyup. 
* The supply, delivery and commissioning of three 


heavy duty 4-wheel drive tractors for the Ballarat, | 


Bendigo and Newport workshops. 
* Manufacture, supply and delivery of signal masts for 
the Bendigo yard rationalisation. 


* Manufacture, wire, test, supply and delivery of the 


Bendigo Relay Rack. 

* Expressions of interest invited for the production of 
V/Line News a 32 page 4 colour bi-monthly mag- 
azine. 

* Supply, delivery and commissioning of a 2000 kg 
side loading forklift truck for the carriage auxiliary 
building at Newport. 

* Dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of the 
communications pole line between Traralgon and 
Maffra via Heyfield. 

* Purchase and removal of the station building, toilets 
and water tank at Litchfield. 


939-947-S306 work hard around the curve towards Bungaree Loop at 18 17 with No.9119 Dynon — Wolseley goods 
on Sat.28.1.89. (Graham Withers) 


NEWSRAIL 


Preservation 


_ CENTRAL HIGHLANDS TOURIST RAILWAY 


Tues.30.1 was a big day for this group when its two 
newest items arrived by road from Ballarat. 63RM and 
CM4 parcels van arrived at Daylesford on the backs of 
two prime movers. Another two trucks were used to 
carry the bogies and lifting gear. The group has reached 
the stage where it is ready to create a new company that 
will be known as the Victorian Rail Motor Museum 
and it will specificately aim to preserve the State’s rail 
motor history. 


NEW GROUP 


| The unmanned Nyora railway station was threatened 
_ with demolition until permission was given by the 
Ministry of Transport to a group to restore it. The 
Great Southern Railway Society was formed in April 
last year with three members and numbers have 
swollen to 30 currently. They work in their own time to 
restore the station to its former glory and eventually 
hope to bring in obsolete rollingstock to form a rail 
centre of interest to enthusiasts. 


Right: D? 639 waits at Nyora while K153 takes water during 
a Vintage Train tour to Foster on Sun.13.11.88. (Graham 
Crichton). 


Below: W250 and T341 at Healesville on Sat.23.9.89. (Rodger 
McCormack) 
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Taildisc 


Ge 
PARCELS VANS 


Further to Newsrail, Sept.89 p.271 and Dec.89 p.382, 
1CM after being withdrawn spent a long period at 
Newport workshops. It is now located beside Boundary 
Rd just south of Centre Dandenong Rd and will be 
used by a private company who have set up a garden 
supply business. 12CM and 13CM are now at the Crib 
Point naval base and are in the possession of MRPS. 
These two parcels vans were transported there behind 
the down Long Island goods on Mon.4.9.89. 


APM LOCOS 


With Y173 now working out at Maryvale on the APM 
line replacing T342, what has become of the two Whit- 
comb locos since they were replaced with T342 and 
T334 several years ago? 

[The locos were scrapped on site at APM Maryvale 
during September 1988. Their engines were purchased 
by a company in Trafalgar — Editor.] 


ANSWERS 


In response to the questions raised in Newsrail Nov.89 

p.350 regarding the fate of the carriages listed, the 

following may be of some value: 

46BU — believed scrapped following derailment/level 
crossing accident at Lang Lang on 20.2.79. 

2CW — derelict hulk transferred from Spotswood to 
MRPS depot on 20.4.89, future not known. 

19CE — car was at Steamrail depot several years ago 


but was not servicable, present condition and future 
not known. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include | 
full name, address and phone number, and cheque (not | 
cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO | 
Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertise- | 
ments is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are advised 
to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any adver- | 
tisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. 

Copies are available on request. 


Charges: Normal rate $1.50 per line per month. Special rate | 


for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge | 
for all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


TASMANIAN STEAM ON VIDEO 
Tas Steam Alive PRESENTS 


THE WESTERN STEAM SPECIALS 


On October 21st and 22nd 1989 two special double 
headed trains were run from the city of Burnie in 
north-west Tasmania. An eclusive 1 hour video of the 
trip featuring locos CCS25 and MA2 in many great 
action shots is now available. VHS only. 


Price incl. post: $34.95. 
Send cheque/money order to: 


TAS STEAM ALIVE 
BOX 205, WYNARD, TASMANIA, 7325 


The cabs cut from the two APM Whitcomb locos. (Peter 
Enlund) 
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Phone: (03) 890 7027 L AY 
Saturday es a.m. to 12 noon. 
20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 


Spee ENGINE SEED 
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
| 6 -w PRODUCTION ie MUSEUM 
I I 
} 1 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT | 
| 1 
I I 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


I ] 
| ] 
! MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES ! 
] 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 J A.R.HLS. 
I I 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
J l 
P, J. P. PRODUCTIONS 
Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 


Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


SSeS SSS SS SSS Also school holidays — 
| “cen, BRANCH LINE ep 1 Wednesdays | - 4 p.m. 
I 5 J . wg 
| YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY I Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
| HOBBY CENTRE I Tel. 596 3249 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 el. 
| Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. ini ; j : 
1 CLOSES: 6 pm MON-THURS. — 9pm FRI. — 1pm SAT. I Miniature Live Steam Rides. 
eaten? =e peniornmponpeen Rania aia ania! Fourth Sunday of month — 
I TRAIN WORLD I February to November 
| 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187 596 6342 | 
Pe 40 finer Paes CHAMPION ROAD 
am pm am-9pm am-5pm 

Magazines and Books New and Used Models | NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
| Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK | 
10 Direct Importers Bankcard welcome i] 


THE Transport House 

RAILFAN 589 Collins Street Telephone 

SHOP Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 
Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 
Australia and overseas. 

PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
Powerline Models 

Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 

Roco Railways 

Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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